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Clacton

14 points;

Pegasus Palmerians

13 points

Essex League - Division One

Saturday 3rd December 2011 

After three successive defeats, Clacton rediscovered the winning formula on Saturday with this result against Pegasus Palmerians.  However, it was only achieved by the narrowest of margins, and it left their supporters with some well-chewed fingernails.

The underfoot conditions at Vista Road were ideal for rugby and, with both the Clacton sides in action, there was plenty of activity going on.  The crossfield breeze favoured neither side, but it was the Seasiders who seized the initiative from the start.  The Corringham-based visitors found themselves penned in their own territory, and might have gone behind when Darren Tully’s drop-goal attempt was missed.  However, there was still only four minutes on the clock when Clacton took the lead.

Hooker Dan Wigfall capitalised on some excellent forward work to dive over the line, and Darren Tully’s conversion meant an early seven-point advantage.

Pegasus regrouped, and reduced the arrears on 12 minutes when Clacton were penalised for handling in the ruck.  The kick from 25 metres was comfortably slotted between the posts, but it was the home team that looked the most likely to score another try.

Half way through the first half, and having been camped in the Pegasus 22, it seemed to be just a matter of time before the next home try came.  However, a terrific interception from the visitors centre saw him race the length of the field and touch down between the posts, with the home spectators open-mouthed in disbelief.
Clacton’s Ben Buxey looked to have scored on the half hour mark, but the ball was deemed to have been held up, and so the Seasiders went into the break having exerted most of the pressure, but trailing 10-7.

Grant Jarmain replaced Seamus McGowan during the interval, but it was the visitors who went further in front on 46 minutes with a penalty for offside in front of the posts.

Realising they now had some work to do, Clacton upped their pace, and were rewarded ten minutes later.  Their dominant forwards secured the ball once more, and Jake Buxey was set-up to cross the line and run behind the posts, leaving Darren Tully to comfortably add the extras and put his side 14-13 in front.

Pegasus still had the belief that they could get something from the game, and were unfortunate when a penalty hit the post and rebounded back into play.  Clacton just managed to hold the ball up but, when awarded another penalty, the visitors elected to take a scrum rather than simply kick themselves into the lead.  The Seasiders withstood this pressure, and introduced Shane Jerram in place of Simon Anderson with just 15 minutes left.
Clacton regained the initiative in the closing stages, but were unable to add to their score, and there was quite an audible sigh of relief when referee Andy Smith blew the final whistle.

Saturday’s game proved, once again, that there are very few easy games in Essex One this year.  None of the sides are outstanding, whilst all seem to be capable of beating each other, and this is making it all very interesting for coach Matt Mahoney and his side.

After the game, the Lonsdale Landscapes man-of-the-match accolade was given to Darren Tully.
The Seasiders now have a week’s break before playing their final league game of 2011 on Saturday 17th December with a visit to Maldon.
